" Welcome to Kindergarten!

Dear Parents,

My name is Rose Hood, and | will be your child’s kindergarten teacher for the 2026-2027 school year. | am
truly so excited to welcome your family into our classroom community! This is such a special year, and | feel
incredibly blessed to be a part of your child’s learning journey.

Kindergarten is a year full of growth, discovery, and joy. It is often a child’s first experience with a structured
school day. During this time, they will learn not only academic skills, but also how to be independent,
responsible, and part of a classroom family. We will spend our days learning letters and numbers, exploring
books, asking questions, creating, playing, and building friendships.

As a Catholic school, our faith is at the center of everything we do. We will learn about God's love, practice
kindness and compassion, and grow in our understanding of what it means to follow Jesus. We will pray
together, learn simple prayers, and be reminded daily that each child is wonderfully made and deeply loved by
God.

In our classroom, we focus on the whole child. Along with academics, we place a strong emphasis on social
and emotional development—learning how to take turns, solve problems, follow directions, and show
kindness to others. We also work on important independence skills such as managing personal belongings,
using the restroom independently, and completing simple tasks.

You may notice that kindergarten looks a little different from how you remember. While we absolutely have
fun and incorporate play and creativity into our day, we also have clear routines, expectations, and learning
goals that help prepare students for future grades. My goal is to create an environment that is structured,
nurturing, and filled with encouragement so that each child feels safe, confident, and ready to learn.

Starting school is a big milestone—for both children and parents! It is completely normal for there to be a mix
of excitement and a few nerves at the beginning. Please know that | am here to support not only your child,
but your entire family through this transition. Communication is very important to me, and | encourage you to
reach out with any questions or concerns.

Throughout the year, we will work together as a team to help your child grow academically, socially, and
spiritually. | am so excited to get to know each of my students and watch them learn and thrive.

Thank you for trusting me with your child. It is truly an honor.

Warmly,
Mrs. Rose Hood
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! Can Do It Myself!
O Get out of the car by myself

O Walk into school by myself
O TIE MY SHOES
O Open my snack containers

O Clean up after myself

Bathroom & Self-Care
[0 Use the bathroom all by myself

[0 Wash my hands with soap
[0 Take care of my clothes
(zippers, buttons, belt)

O Blow my nose

My Hands Are Ready
O Hold a pencil the right way

0 Write my first name

O Try to write my last name

[0 Use scissors safely

O Color and draw

[OKeep hands to self- does not hit

or grab others

! Can Listen
O Listen to adut without interupting

O Follow 2 steps (get a pencil and write
my name)

1 Be still while the adult is teaching

O Stop and start when asked

| am o Good Friend
O Take turns

O Share

O Use words to express emotions *
O Wait when the teacher is busy

O Use words to ask for help

Talking & Learning

O Talk in full sentences

0 Answer questions

[0 Recognize upper and lowercase letter:
O Know my first and last name

O Count to 20

O Know colors and shapes

O Work independently for ten minutes




